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The first purpose of this project is to examine how export propensities (ratios of
exports to sales)differ among wholly—foreign multinational enterprises (WFs), joint
ventures between ultinationals (JVs), state—owned enterprises (SOEs), and private
firms in Vietnam’ s manufacturing and wholesale trade industries. The second purpose
of the project is to examine whether MNEs or SOEs affect the exports of private firms
in industries in which they operate. In other words, the project will analyze whether
MNEs or SOEs create horizontal export spillovers. If such spillovers exist, these
spillovers would probably be related to increased awareness of MNE- and SOE-related
export networks among competing private firms. Data constraints have previously
prevented study of these relationships in Vietnamese firms. However, analyses have
recently become possible with the inclusion of export data in Vietnam’ s annual
enterprises surveys in 2010-2013. There is a large volume of related literature on
exports from China, which is of particular relevance because both China and Vietnam
are transitional economies with large SOE and MNE sectors, and a history of restricting
private firm activity. These studies should be of interest to the literature on firm
ownership and to observers of East Asian economies, including Vietnam.
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