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(Food distribution in Kamaishi)
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Kitakyushu Supporting the Great    East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
In the afternoon of March 11, 2011 a huge earthquake followed by massive tsunamis struck East Japan 

(Tohoku area) causing devastating damages with more than 20,000 casualties and missing persons.
Kitakyushu City is located over 1,000km away from the disaster zone and did not experience any direct 

damages. Total citizen donations that we sent is 373 million yen and 426 city officials were dispatched to aid 
the Tohoku area. 

On March 25, 2011 the City of Kitakyushu established the Office Supporting the Great East Japan 
Earthquake, to smoothly coordinate between various departments and efficiently manage the dispatching of 
staff, donations, and other aid. 

I. Emergency Support
The day after the disaster, Kitakyushu sent 8 

helicopter rescue staff from the Fire Department.
The City quickly sent urgently needed supplies, 

set-up donation boxes at var ious municipal 
facilities, dispatched staff requested by the national 
government, such as doctors, waterworks staff, and 
sewage technicians.

II. Specific Support
Kitakyushu is conducting relief that focuses on specific areas and types of aid, allowing for support that 

accommodates the current needs of the area or the involved people.
・The Kamaishi Project

The purpose of this project is to take Kamaishi City,Iwate Prefecture (costal city in the disaster zone) 
under our wing and assist various needs, requests, and rebuilding efforts of the city. Kitakyushu specifically 
chose Kamaishi City because of its deep reputation and historical connection with the steel industry, which 
is similar to Kitakyushu. Furthermore, the two Cities have close relationships from working together 
to be registered as a World Heritage in regards to the steel industry. Through cooperative consultation, 
Kitakyushu has been providing support and aid that Kamaishi has requested, such as managing evacuation 
facilities. The first group of health and welfare staff from Kitakyushu came to this city. Currently, a total 
of 288 staffers (including management and technicians) have been dispatched to Kamaishi. On Aug. 1 the 

Kitakyushu City–Kamaishi Desk was 
set-up to help coordinate access of 
information between the two cities.
・Kizuna Project  
Kizuna means “strong ties”

The purpose of this project is to help 
evacuees from the disaster zone start 
to heal their pains and restore their 
lives. The project will offer consultation 
and assistance to get their lives back in 
order, as well as provide 6 months (up to 
a year) of supportive living, such as fully 
furnished free (or discounted) housing, 
continuation of education, and finding 
employment.

(Tsunami engulfing houses)

The Office Manages 3 Phases of Support:

©City of Kamaishi – Mr. Kōzō Sawada



G a n b a r e  T o h o k u ! !  

(Rebuilding a path to the future)
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Kitakyushu Supporting the Great    East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami

~ Message ~
Kitakyushu has been working hard to provide 

various forms of aid to support those in the 
effected areas of the Tohoku region. We will 
continue to strive to help rebuild Japan and the 
lives the survivors through the cooperative efforts 
of our municipal, businesses, and citizens.

We are very thankful to the many warm hearts 
of the people who have donated, shared their 
support, or will be showing support to the Tohoku 
region in some way or form.

We send our heartfelt support to the Tohoku 
region.

がんばれ東北！ Ganbare Tohoku! 

~ Data Collection ~
・Donations from Kitakyushu City: 
   373 million yen
・Supply Deliveries: 11 times
・Dispatched City Staff to the Tohoku region: 

426 persons
(Top 3 types of dispatched officials are: 

various office staff, Health and Welfare staff, 
and technical staff)
・Dispatched City Staff to Kamaishi: 288
・Kizuna Project: 72 families(168 people)

※All numbers in this article is up-to-date as of August 4, 2011.

・City Organized Citizen Volunteer
Kitakyushu organized a citizen volunteer group to 

provide manpower assistance in the cleanup of Kamaishi 
in late June. There are many non-municipally organized 
supportive activities of various kinds that have been done by 
the citizens of Kitakyushu, to sent things directly to schools 
and communities in Kamaishi and the Tohoku area.

III. Using Kitakyushu’s Expertise to Rebuild
Kitakyushu will employ their expertise in the following 3 areas of environmental technologies, 

manufacturing techniques, and energy renewability to support the rebuilding of Kamaishi.
・Environmental Technologies

Kitakyushu has sent expert staff to assist Kamaishi in creating a plan to solve issues regarding the 
recycling and disposal options of the massive amounts of debris from the tsunami. Our City has refined trash 
disposal methods from the Kitakyushu Eco-Town Project, an area designated to encourage environmental 
industries and improve recycling technologies. 
・Manufacturing Techniques

The City of Kitakyushu and the Chamber of Commerce established a registering system where local 
industries in our city can help to support the reestablishment of businesses in the Tohoku area by offering 
such assistance as sending off ice supplies, 
dispatching technical experts, and offering PR 
opportunities at exhibitions. Currently, there are 31 
Kitakyushu businesses registered in this program.
・Energy Renewability

The City of Kamaishi is considering the creation 
of creating a plan to rebuild a new and efficient city, 
by referencing to Kitakyushu’s Smart Community, 
an efficient energy model plan that allows for the 
most environmentally friendly form of energy to be 
used by a community. Waste energy from factories 
can also be reused by other factories or resourcefully 
used to power the community.

Kitakyushu

Tokyo

Tohoku Area

Kamaishi

Map of Japan

500km1,000km1,500km

★

★

The Office Manages 3 Phases of Support:



Susumu Oda
Assistant Manager
Fire Defense Division
Fire and Disaster Management Bureau

Q1. What were situations like on the way?
A1. I was dispatched from March 14~21 
as a registered members of the national 
emergency firefighter rescue team, which totaled 168 
members throughout Fukuoka Prefecture (5 squads from 
Kitakyushu). Near Tokyo, we saw over 5km lines of cars 
at gasoline stations and various stores being shopped out 
of supplies. As we got closer, roads started to curve and 
bump like water ripples or were cracked. On the way a weak magnitude 5 quake shook our camp and 
we waited for updates about the Fukushima power plant. The 4th day we finally arrived in Miyagi 
Prefecture, but 20cm of snow and fear of tsunami caused by aftershock made search and rescues hard.
Q2. What were your duties?
A2. Team management and support; such as coordinating rest points, communication and relaying 
orders from main headquarters, bookkeeping, team meal preparations, and base layout management. 
I felt there should have been more situational and climate information, clear itineraries, and 
healthier meals for staff maintenance and to efficiently prepare teams.
Q3. What did you notice?
A3. Realizing our limitations was overwhelming and it pained us to see such cheerful, thankful, and 
adamant fellow firefighters help citizens who lost families and everything, when they suffer the same 
grief. I strongly felt the amazing power of individuals who put others before themselves.

Kitakyushu Profi  e: Relief Volunteers
Kitakyushu’s first team of health staff and firefighters went to support the tsunami survivors 

of the coastal cities in the Tohoku disaster zone, where damages were greatest.

Mayumi Tanda
Manager
Public Health Promotion Division
Regional Support Department 
Public Health and Welfare Bureau

Q1. What were situations in Kamaishi City when 
you arrived?
A1. I went from March 14~18 when evacuation 
sites were isolated with no electricity, gas, water, 
and without estimations of when these lifelines 
would be restored. Not nearly enough food or 
water was brought in at that time, making it very 
hard on the evacuees. These situations among 
other factors such as almost freezing temperatures and continual aftershocks applied more strain and 
restless anxiety. The survivors were physically and mentally stressed from running for their lives and 
witnessing everything being swept by the tsunami.
Q2.  What kind of work did you do?
A2.	Work included health management at 3 evacuation sites, checking lists for patients in need 
of special treatment, physical and emotional care of survivors, gathering information to obtain 
medication and location of medical professionals, and handling those with dementia.
Q3.	What do you think cities should do to prepare for emergencies?
A3.	Emergency management procedures should be evaluated and simulated for efficiency and 
response. The ability to distribute and collect information, as well as care for elderly, disabled, and 
pregnant women should also be established. My experience made me deeply feel the significance of 
fast supportive activities and volunteers.

(Ms. Tanda visit residents)

(Teammates search for survivors)
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Support from Tacoma, Washington (USA)
Tacoma-Kitakyushu Sister City Committee and 

City of Tacoma arranged “A Time to Reflect” event on 
March 26 for the Tohoku disaster. Despite rain, 40 
citizens and local decision-makers gathered, including 
the Mayor, who read a letter from the consul general 
of Japan. Stadium High School taiko club performed, 
local Buddhist Temple led a prayer chant, messages 
were written, and over $1,000 was donated.

Notes and $278 was donated by children at Bryant 
Elementary School’s “earth day” fair, organized by a 
Japanese father who folded 1,000 paper cranes (Japanese 
wish granting charm). The March 26 messages and children’s notes were made into a book and 
presented to Mayor Kitahashi of Kitakyushu on July 11 by Stadium High School exchange students.

Kitakyushu exchange students at Tacoma Community College organized a fundraiser and raised 
$10,000 that was donated to support the Tohoku region.

Support from Norfolk, Virginia (USA)
Norfolk-Kitakyushu Sister  City  Committee 

chairman, Mr. Hamada presented a $3,000 donation 
for the Kitakyushu Kizuna Project on June 26 from 
the local Harbor Festival (June 9-11). Ms. Kim Baylor, 
Sister City Committee member, collected donations at 
the festival and said a few thousand attended, despite 
the bad weather.

Mr. Takahara, Chief Executive of the Office 
Supporting the Great East Japan Earthquake said 
when the money was presented, “we shall graciously 
use the money for this project that supports Tohoku 
region refugees.” (More on “Kizuna Project” on page 1)

Presented with the donation was an official letter 
from the Mayor of Norfolk, signed letter from the staff of the Norfolk Sister City Association, and 
a white panel autographed by about 320 donors in red, depicting the circle of a Japanese flag. The 
autographed panel was displayed in the lobby of the Kitakyushu City Hall for all to see.

Support from Haiphong, Vietnam
This friendship city organized a Tohoku donation 

fund and held a ceremony on March 29, hosted by 
the Haiphong Friendship Union and Vietnam–Japan 
Friendship Association of Haiphong. Many supporters 
came, including the whole association staff, many 
representatives of domestic companies, schools, and the 
Haiphong Water Supply Co. (international cooperation 
agreement with Kitakyushu’s Water Bureau).

The ceremony was very successful with donations 
amounting to 353 million Vietnamese dong in just 
1 week after the fund started. More support and 
donations continue to be collected.

Also, the Vietnamese Youth and Student Association in Kitakyushu gathered donations from their 
members and brought it to the City Hall in late March.

(Donations put in airmail envelopes)

(Autographed panel on display)

(Giving donations and messages)

Kitakyushu's International Relations Aid Japan

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i d
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J2 League: Giravanz KITAKYUSHU
• Original club formed in 1947 and does many community

  activities, including soccer school. 

• Club slogan is Isshin (one soul – everyone works together) 

• Vision: 3S – Spirits, Symbol, and Sports

Joined: 2010 (loan), 2011–current (permanent)      
Position: Striker, Midfielder (FW, MF)
Number: #20 
Nickname: Leo

July 4 – 8, 2011
The Singapore International Water Week 

2011 (SIWW) is a large conference about water 
solutions and environmental movements that 
is held with the World Cities Summit. In 2011, 
around 13,500 attendees from 99 countries 
and regions including policymakers, industry 
leaders, experts, and practitioners around 
the world convened to address eco challenges, 
showcase technologies, discover opportunities, 
and to celebrate achievements in the progress of 
worldwide water sustainability.

Mayor Kitahashi of Kitakyushu attended 
one an event at the SIWW as Japan’s first 
municipal head to conduct a presentation there 
at the Japan Business Forum. Discussed were 
Kitakyushu’s strengths and introduction to 
their international environmental business 
through such topics as; successful cases of 
environmental regeneration, know-how gained 
from international environmental cooperation, 

and friendly networks with cities in Asia.
The presentation covered Kitakyushu’s water 

technology and international water business, 
which can be customized to the requested 
needs. This is possible from the cooperation 
and  t eamwork  be tween  munic ipa l  and 
private companies to create world-class water 
sustainability technologies and Kitakyushu 
looks forward to helping more areas attain clean 
and efficient water sustainability.

International Water Business

(Mayor Kitahashi at SIWW 2011)

(The marina is Leo's favorite spot)

© Giravanz

© Giravanz

Olá! 
I am Leonardo Augusto Vieira Moreira, from Minas 

Gerais, Brazil and a professional soccer player. In Brazil, 
all boys learn to play soccer and I was lucky to have chance 
to be a soccer exchange student to Japan in 2002. I only 
knew how to introduce myself, so language was a barrier, 
but motivated me to learn Japanese to be full part of the 
teamplay. I actively used gestures, my thought that “can’t 
verbally communicate, it should be alright” might be a more 
Brazilian way. I love Japan and wanted to stay longer, so I 
went to the Japan Soccer College in 2005.

My first cultural experience was chopstick at dinner on 
first night. I took 2 pairs instead of taking one and splitting 
it, so I was eating with 4 chopsticks. Brazilians tend to love 
steaks, so Japanese donburi style was very different, but 
as time pass I grew to love Japanese food and especially 
like flavoring of Kitakyushu. One big hurdle was getting 
Japanese driver’s lisence, which was very hard, but I got 
highest score in my question exam group of Japanese. “I am 
a speedy soccer player, but I am a safe driver on the road.”

I go to the sea to get power, think, and to refresh, so a 
favorite place is a restaurant near practice field because of 
its nice ocean view and I have many good memories there. I 
want to continue to do my best and improve my skills.

�

Letter from Kitakyushu



International Wheelchair Basketball Tournament
October 14 – 16, 2011
Kitakyushu City General Gymnasium

This event aids Kitakyushu’s efforts to form a barrier-free city, improve 
domestic teams, and to encourage international exchanges. In conjunction 
with the tournament is the 12th All Japan-Block Selected Wheelchair 
Basketball Championships. Elementary to middle school students can 
meet players before the games, then during the games barrier-free sports 
can be experience.

There are 4 international teams from the Americas, Europe, Asia, and 
Japan. The scheduled participating teams are Galatasaray (Turkey), Seoul 
MG (S. Korea), British Columbia (Canada), and Miyagi Max (Japan) from 
Miyagi Prefecture, their 4th year in a row. To send our warm wishes, since 
they suffered major coastal damage from the March 11 tsunami, this year’s 
poster says “We send our support to Miyagi and the Tohoku region!!”

The event is hosted by City of Kitakyushu, Japan Wheelchair Basketball 
Federation, Kitakyushu Sports Association for the Disabled, and the 
Kitakyushu Welfare Agency. 

Japan’s history of wheelchair basketball started in 1960 in a neighboring 
prefecture by professor Nakamura, who studied sports rehabilitation 
overseas. In 1970, the first wheelchair basketball in Japan was in Tokyo 
with 7 teams. In 2002, Kitakyushu was the first in Asia to host the Gold 
Cup tournament, similar to soccer’s World Cup, and had over 80,000 people 
attend.

Kitakyushu will continue to help increase awareness of physical barriers 
to decrease social barriers and handicaps.

October 2, 2011
Katsuyama Park
http://www.npo-ktmn.com/cycle.html

This is the 4th year of this event, which was established to 
promote health and eco. Participation is limited to about 1000 
people. Bikers and teams of families, coworkers, and clubs 
come from all over Japan to participate! 

This year’s special guest will be Mr. Shingo Tsurumi, a 
famous actor and domestic movie star, who loves to cycle. He 
has even entered the le Tour de France to test himself! This 
event committee is run by the 1964 Olympic marathon silver 
medalist, Mr. Kenji Kimihara, who is from Kitakyushu and 
was in the Olympics for 3 consecutive years. 

There are 4 courses, 160km (advanced), 100km (intermediate), 50km (beginner), and a 5 – 10 km treasure hunt 
course for children and their parents. All courses will start and end at the Katsuyama Park lower grass area. 

The course passes through various tourism hotspots of Kitakyushu, like the Mojiko Retro area, Kitakyushu 
Airport, and various natural or scenic areas, which you can leisurely enjoy since the course is not a timed race. 
There will be various services and activities at the goal, like local gourmet refreshments, prize corner, workshops, 
massage services, maintenance, and bicycle flea market.

We look forward to your application for this year, or the next time you visit Kitakyushu in fall!

Upcoming Sports Events!!

Cycle Tour Kitakyushu 2011

The 9th Kitakyushu Champions’ Cup
(2010 tournament)

(A family enjoys a break along the route)
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POPULATION
•	1	million
•	The	13th	largest	city	in	Japan

SISTER-FRIENDSHIP CITIES
•	Tacoma,	Washington,	U.S.A.
•	Norfolk,	Virginia,	U.S.A.
•	Dalian,	China
•	Incheon,	Korea

CITY FLOWER
•	Azalea
•	Sunflower

CITY TREE
•	Taxaceous	Oak

INTERNATIONAL 
RECOGNITION
•	Environmental	Model	City
	 National	Government	Award	2008
•	Earth	Summit	2002
	 Sustainable	Development	Award
•	UNCED	Local	Government
	 Governmental	Honors
•	UN	Global	500	Award	for
	 Environmental	Cleanup

INDUSTRIES
TRADITIONAL BASE
•	Steel	&	metal,	ceramics,	
	 machinery,	chemicals,	shipping.

NEW INDUSTRIES
•	Computer	software,
	 environmental	technologies,	
robotics,	automotive,	
	 assistive	technologies

URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS
•	Hibiki	Container	Terminal
•	Kitakyushu	Airport
•	East	Kyushu	Expressway
•	Kitakyushu	Science	and	
	 Research	Park
•	Kitakyushu	Eco-Town	Project

UPCOMING EVENTS!
・Street	Dance	Battle	2011
	 July	~	October	
･Mojiko	Retro	Banana	Fair
	 September	~	October
・Kokura	Illumination	2011
	 November	~	January

Kitakyushu in a FLASH!
Designated as Japan’s model environmental city

Access to Kitakyushu

KITAKYUSHU 
AIRPORT
Current	Participating	Airlines
★ STARFLYER

(Kitakyushu-Tokyo)

★ JAPAN AIRLINES 
(Kitakyushu-Tokyo)	

★ JEJU AIR 
(Kitakyushu-Incheon)

★ SKY MARK
(Kitakyushu-Tokyo)

From Tokyo
Air:		1	hr.	30min.
Haneda	Airport--Kitakyushu	Airport
Shinkansen Bullet Train: 4	hr.	32min.
JR	Tokyo	Sta.--JR	Kokura	Sta.

From Fukuoka
Expressway Bus: 1	hr.19min.
Fukuoka	Airport--JR	Kokura	Sta.
Shinkansen Bullet Train:	17min.
JR	Hakata	Sta.--JR	Kokura	Sta.

From Incheon 1hour 25minutes
Incheon International Airport → Kitakyushu Airport

From Dalian 1hour 50minutes
Dalian International Airport → Fukuoka Airport

From Shanghai 1hour 30minutes
Shanghai International Airport → Fukuoka Airport

The Hiraodai Trail Run race started in April 2010 
produced by Mr. Hiroki Ishikawa, a renowned international 
trail runner. This event is very popular and maxed out on 
the 500 participant entrances within a half day after the 
online application that opened at midnight! The 2 courses 
are the 40km long course and the 17km short course. There 
were a total of 576 applicants, and 80% of the runners were 
from other areas of Japan.

Hiraodai was designated as a National Park and is one of Japan’s 3 largest karst plateaus. The 
course starts with a picturesque scene with large limestone rocks that represent sheep grazing on 
the green hills, and you can continue to enjoy the refreshing panoramic view as it slowly changes 
as you run the course. There are a few limestone caverns in the park, the most popular one has 
groundwater that you walk through which flows cool in the summer and warm in the winter.

Participants positively commented on the friendly warm welcome hospitality of the staff and the 
event accessibility, which is about a 40 minute drive from the JR Kokura Station. Runners who 
have covered courses in the U.S.A. and abroad especially admired how the scenery did not feel like 
Japan, but more like courses in the U.S.A. 

The 3rd Hiraodai Trail Run is planned for mid-April 2012. If you have confidence in your running 
skills, why not try this open scenic course? We look forwards to your applications in 2012!

Trail Run 2011
Hiraodai – Showaizumi (Lake)
http://www.hiraodai-trail.com/

(Runners stop to enjoy the great view)


