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Japan’s High-Tech Toilet Industry
  and

Japan’s first ceramic seated 
flush toilet

‘Evolution of Plumbing Products’ Exhibition Area ‘Global Gallery’ Exhibition Room

  Japan is one of the most technologically advanced countries in the 
world in the field of toilet and sanitation, and it is known for its technology 
revolution. After World War II, toilets equipped with water-washing features 
on the seats were imported from overseas and began to be used in Japan. In the 
1980s, Japan introduced its ‘high-tech electronic toilet’ technology to the world.

History of Japan’s Sanitation Technology
 Japan is well-known throughout the world for its advanced technologies. The country has made a name for 
itself in a wide variety of industries, including toilet and sanitation technologies. High-tech electronic toilets 
equipped with washing and heating functions, as well as ‘Otohime’, which can be used to mask sounds when 
someone uses the toilet, have become familiar features for the Japanese people. 
 There are a number of major housing equipment manufacturers in Japan, including TOTO. Toilets with 
warm-water washing features were first imported to Japan in the 1960s - however, they were used for medical 
purposes rather than for general sale. Following the release of Japan’s first toilet seats with 
warm-water washing functions on the market in 1967; TOTO invented the Washlet - 
equipped with seat-warming and washing features in 1980, and were released for sale.
There are other ‘smart toilets’ in Japan that are equipped with different features, such as 
seats with automatic sanitization and urinals that prevent odor.

TOTO and TOTO Museum
 TOTO is a housing equipment manufacturer that has a high market share in Japan. 
TOTO was originally founded in 1917 as Toyo Toki Company, Limited. Under the 
strong conviction of the company’s founder to “improve living standards and help 
people to lead healthy and sophisticated lives,” TOTO worked on expanding the use of 
sanitary ware in the absence of water and sewerage systems in Japan. Following the 
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Japan’s High-Tech Toilet Industry
  and

Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923, water and sewerage systems started to be put into place in Japan, and the demand 
for sanitary ware gradually increased. 
 After the end of World War II, Toyo Toki took on the challenge of developing fittings for water faucets and 
new bathtub materials. At the time of the 1964 Olympics held in Japan, Toyo Toki made a mark in terms of design 
and technology, and developed a method for the world's first prefabricated bathroom module, significantly 
shortening time consumed for construction. In 1970, the company changed its name to TOTO Kiki Ltd. and 
launched a new era of toilets with the Washlet, beginning to expand its market advancing into overseas markets in 
full-scale. In 2007, on the 90th anniversary of its establishment, the company changed its name to TOTO Ltd. 
 Through their products, TOTO has contributed to improving people lives, health, and the environment. The 
Washlet was both cultural and commercial sensation, and with further advancements in built-in technology, TOTO 
developed a tankless Washlet called the NEOREST in 1993, with built-in functions such as remote-controlled 
opening and closing of the toilet seat, remote-controlled toilet bowl cleaning, ozone deodorization, indoor heating 
of the toilet, and power saving timers. In 1998, an innovative technology called HYDROTECT was introduced by 
the company, incorporating super hydrophilic photocatalyst technology. Able to be used both indoors and outdoors, 
this technology is optimal for cleaning surfaces through the effects of titanium dioxide; removing airborne 
contaminants, deodorizing, and purifying.
 On its 100th anniversary in August 2015, TOTO opened the TOTO Museum in Kokurakita ward, which 
features exhibits of toilets that had been manufactured in the past, toilet seats currently in the market, bathrooms, 
and other related products featuring the latest technologies being sold both in Japan and overseas.  
 TOTO is also a part of the Kitakyushu Smart Community Project and is taking on an important role in the 
next generation of energy research in Kitakyushu. The architecture of the museum incorporates environmental 
measures that address environmental issues in seven areas: water saving, heat control, energy saving, recycling, 
ecology, maintenance, and air control. 　　
 The museum uses plumbing products, such as faucets and toilets manufactured by TOTO that are suited for 
saving water, as well as solar chimneys and high-thermal insulation glass. Energy-saving measures that utilize solar 
power generation and LED lights have also been incorporated into the design of the museum. The entranceway to 
the museum has been constructed out of recycled wastes produced during manufacturing processes. Taking the 
ecosystem into account, a green space can be found on the rooftop of the museum has been set up. The use of 
HYDROTECT technology in the museum building effectively cleans the air and removes dirt. In addition, a 
ventilation system using natural air flow has been built in the facility. These are just some of the 
environmentally-friendly measures employed as part of TOTO’s Global Environmental Vision. 

 Armed with automatic lids, adjustable temperature function and deodorizers, Japan’s public health 
engineering have since enhanced further with continued research and development of technologies. These 
seemingly luxurious pleasures and conveniences offered by high-tech bathroom gadgets have become something of 
a norm in Japan, and have become an important aspect of modern lifestyle for many people. The Japanese toilet 
industry has embarked on a conquest that goes beyond satisfying hygiene necessities and catering to comfort and 
relaxation. It has also taken energy conservation into consideration in its technological development and product 
engineering. How wonderful would it be to think that you are contributing to protecting the environment every 
time you use the toilet?
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Reception Desk and TOTO History Exhibition Area

TOTO Museum Director
Corporate Archives Office General Manager
General Affairs Division
TOTO LTD.

Masaru Ode

1. Could you please tell the readers a little 
about TOTO Museum and its purpose?
 TOTO has always had the idea of building a 
TOTO Museum. However, full-scale plans for the 
design started about four years ago as part of TOTO’s 
100th year anniversary of its establishment. The TOTO 
Historical Museum, which is the predecessor of the 
current TOTO Museum, was open to the public for 
eight years from 2007 to March 2015, but faced various 
problems because of space limitations for displays and 
exhibits. 
 The purpose of the museum is to convey to the 
visitors the intentions behind TOTO’s foundation and the 
efforts and aspirations of the f irst president, Mr. 
Kazuchika Okura. We also want visitors to develop an 
understanding about TOTO’s environmental initiatives, as 
well as the importance of water to our planet, and water 
conservat ion. Since we opened the museum in 
Kitakyushu, which is the location of our headquarters and 
the area where the company was first established, this 
also represents our willingness to continue contributing 
in addressing these issues in Kitakyushu. 

2. Is there anything in particular that you 
would like the visitors to the museum to see 
or learn about?
 So far, we have had visitors from various 
countries, including Bangladesh and Thailand, and 
currently offer services in English, Chinese, and 
Korean. It is interesting to hear which aspects of 
Japanese toilets strike the interests of the visitors from 
overseas. In general, the idea of Washlets, NEOREST 
and ‘Otohime’ (a sound emulator for toilets) seems 
unusual for some of the overseas visitors. There are still 
many people that feel uneasy about using high-tech 
toilets, and there are, of course, women who find the 
sound that comes out when they press the button on 
‘Otohime’ amusing. Also, most foreign visitors do not 
know that the faucet placed on the top of the toilet tank 
is, in fact, a mechanism installed for washing hands by 
reusing the water that flows out in preparation for the 
next flush (demonstrating the Japanese spirit of 
‘mottainai’). It also seems that foreign visitors are 
surprised by the arrangement of the bathrooms in 
Japanese residential buildings (where the bathtub, sink, 
and the toilet are separately located).

3. Kitakyushu is known to many people as an 
industrial and environmental city. What is 
T O T O ’s  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  
environmental and energy policies being 
carried out in Kitakyushu?
 Japan may be perceived as a country that is rich 
with water resources, but in reality, water is, indeed, a 
limited resource. Through product development, TOTO 
wants to contribute to finding solutions for various 
environmental issues that have become problems in Japan 
and overseas, such as water shortages and reducing CO2 
emissions. To give one example, for a toilet that required 
20L of water for cleaning, we developed a water-saving 
toilet bowl that could be cleaned using 13L of water in 1976. 
Subsequently, with the evolution of water-saving technologies, 
toilets can now be cleaned with only 3.8L of water.
 Another TOTO’s environmental initiative is 
“collaboration with the local community.” This is not only 
limited within Kitakyushu, however. People that use the 
environmentally-friendly products developed by TOTO 
in any residential area are also contributing to improve 
env i ron mental  i ssues in  Japan ,  such as  water  
conservation. 
 TOTO has been working hard on industrial 
tourism measures together with the City of Kitakyushu, the 
Kitakyushu Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and the 
Kitakyushu City Tourist Association. Currently, TOTO 
offers tours of it s factor ies in Kokurak ita and 
Kokuraminami wards: Kokura No. 1 Plant (TOTO 
SANITECHNO LTD.), Kokura No. 2 Plant (TOTO 
AQUATECHNO LTD.), and SUNAQUA TOTO LTD. 
(Please refer to Vol. 44 of BRIDGES where it discusses in 
detail about the city’s industrial tourism in its editorial piece). 
 
4. What are your hopes for the TOTO Museum?
 It has been three months since the museum 
opened (at the time of this interview). When it opened, 
our goal was to receive 10,000 visitors within a year. 
However, in the first two months, we welcomed more 
than 30,000 visitors to the museum. 
 W h i le  TOTO Mu s eu m i s  a  c o r p o r a t e  
museum, we would like to go forward with planning 
for various exhibits to stress the importance of water 
conservation and enhance awareness. 

5. Do you have a message for KITAKYUSHU 
BRIDGES?
 Please come and visit the TOTO Museum. I 
don’t think there will be any other way to find out what 
Washlets are really like unless you experience it for 
yourself. 
 Water shor tage is not just a problem for 
particular countries. Environmental issues related to 
water can be found around the entire world and is 
becoming more and more 
of a serious issue. I hope 
that you will visit the 
museum and gain an 
understanding of these 
environmental problems, 
a s  w e l l  a s  J a p a n’s  
plumbing culture.

KITAKYUSHU
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Cambodian Prime Minister Visits Kitakyushu
 2015 marked the 62nd anniversary of the independence of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia and the 60th anniversary of the friendship between Cambodia and 
Japan. In July last year, Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, 
the Prime Minister of Cambodia and his delegation visited Kitakyushu. 
 Prime Minister Hun Sen visited some of Kitakyushu’s environmental 
facilities: Yaskawa Electric Corporation (known for manufacturing motion 
controllers and industrial robots) and Hiagari Sewage Treatment Center. At 
Yaskawa, the Prime Minister was shown around the Mirai-kan (Future Hall) 
and at the sewage treatment center; the city’s efforts in waterworks and 
environment technology were introduced. At Hiagari, the Prime Minister 

also got a chance to have a go with “Mogurinko”, a robot designed to inspect the sewer pipes and drains. 
 The relationship between Kitakyushu and Cambodia began approximately 15 years ago in 1999, with 
dispatch of personnel and experts related to waterworks projects to Phnom Penh. With the cooperation of 
JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency), personnel related to water services have been continuously 
dispatched and the exchange of knowledge and management know-hows resulted in what is known as the 
“miracle of Phnom Penh”. In 2011, to acknowledge Kitakyushu’s contribution to this miracle, Mayor 
Kitahashi was awarded the The Royal Order of Sahametrei (Grand Cross) from the Cambodian government. 
 The Cambodian Prime Minister’s visit to Kitakyushu was significant for a number of reasons. It 
was the very first time for a Prime Minster from a foreign country to pay a visit to the city after it was 
founded in 1963 after the amalgamation of the five cities: Moji, Kokura, Tobata, Yahata and Wakamatsu. 
Furthermore, whilst previous VIP guests from foreign countries who had visited the city had always came 
through Fukuoka Airport, Prime Minister Hun Sen travelled via Kitakyushu Airport. This was the first 
time since the airport’s opening in 2006 to receive a foreign official.

G7 Kitakyushu Energy Ministerial Meeting
 As one of the 10 ministerial meetings, the G7 Energy Ministerial Meeting for 
the 42nd G7 Summit (referred to as “Ise-Shima Summit”) will be held in Kitakyushu 
from May 1st to 2nd. The meeting will be attended by member states of G7 - Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, the United States, the European 
Union, and also the International Energy Agency, to discuss energy-related issues, an 
issue that is gaining an increased amount of attention in the international community. 
METI (The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry) had stated that “the City of Kitakyushu, since the 
establishment of the Imperial Steel Works, Japan, has developed into a heavy chemical industrial region; 
subsequently steering Japan’s industrial modernization and rapid economic growth.” Ongoing energy-related efforts 
by the city make it a “very befitting” venue for the event. 
 With its history of overcoming severe pollution serving as a strong foundation, Kitakyushu’s continued 
efforts in environment and energy have been positively evaluated by the international community since the 1980s. 
The “Kitakyushu Initiative for a Clean Environment” was acknowledged at the United Nation’s Summit in 2002 at 
Johannesburg; the city was designated as one of four Green Growth Cities by the OECD along with Paris, Chicago, 
and Stockholm for being the “environment capital of the world” in 2011; and in 2008, the city was selected as an 
“Environmental Model City” for its pioneering efforts in tackling environmental issues; which resulted in a 
significant reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Kitakyushu is currently working to reduce environmental damage 
through the introduction of new energy sources, energy conservation and resource policies as well as measures 
related to wastewater disposal and exhaust gas treatment. Some of the city’s advanced energy-related schemes 
include “Kitakyushu Regional Energy Base Project”, which was designed to create a hub for various energy-related 
facilities such as wind, solar, hydrogen and thermal energy; “Kitakyushu Hydrogen Town” - the first pilot 
experiment in the world supplying hydrogen as energy source for into the urban area; and “Kitakyushu Smart 
Community Project”, through which Kitakyushu developed a mechanism that generates numbers for supply and 
demand for energy - subsequently reducing CO2 emissions by 50%. 
 With its aims to construct a low-carbon society, the Energy Ministerial Meeting will serve as a significant 
opportunity for Kitakyushu to share its environmental and energy endeavors with the rest of the world.

Prime Minister Hun Sen (Left),
and Mayor Kitahashi (Right)
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Kitakyushu Supports a Thai Television Series!
 Since the establishment of the Kitakyushu Film Commission in 1989, Kitakyushu has been 
branching out to television, film and media sectors by assisting various forms of support for film, drama and 
commercial makers such as providing shooting locations in the city. In total, more than 190 movies and 
television series have been supported by the commission and Kitakyushu, and the city is gaining publicity 
both home and abroad for being a well-known filming spot. 
 In September 2015, it was announced that “Devil Lover”, part of a new genre of romantic 
science-fiction, will be airing nationwide in Thailand from October and that the T.V. series was shot mainly 
in Kitakyushu, with around 120 local residents volunteering as unpaid extras. The filming took place for 11 
days, spanning 30 filming locations, including the Hiraodai Limestone Plateau (a natural rock formation) 
and Kokura Castle. 
 Pitchaya Nitipaisankul (a.k.a. Golf), the protagonist and the producer of the drama commented that 
the appeal of the diverse range of locations convinced the creators to select Kitakyushu as the main shooting 
location at the press conference. Subsequently, Golf was appointed as Kitakyushu’s Cultural Ambassador to 
Thailand, where he will help to promote better mutual relations 
between Kitakyushu and Thailand. 
  Mayor Kitahashi also joined the production team at the press 
release which took place at the Japanese ambassador’s residence in 
Bangkok. During the interview, the mayor praised the local residents’ 
enthusiastic cooperation and also stated his anticipation of the training 
camp site to be provided by Kitakyushu for the Thai Olympic team for 
the upcoming 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo. The city also hopes 
to trigger a tourism boost from the increased media exposure.

 One of Japan’s most renowned fashion show TOKYO GIRLS COLLECTION, held its star-studded event in 
Kitakyushu for the very first time. The “takagi presents TGC KITAKYUSHU 2015 by TOKYO GIRLS 
COLLECTION” took place on October 17th at West Japan General Exhibition Center, and was attended by 
approximately 11,500 people. This major event was decorated by celebrities including Yu Yamada, Angelica Michibata, 
Lena Fujii, Mirei Kiritani, and other models and actresses who dazzled the runway as muses for various Japanese and 
global fashion brands. With Kitakyushu and Fukuoka Prefecture as co-hosts, Mayor Kitahashi, Hiroshi Ogawa, the 
Governor of Fukuoka, and Chair and Vice Chair of the City Assembly of Kitakyushu also appeared on stage in dapper 
getups. The event also comprised of runways of Kimonos made from the famous Kokura and Hakata ori (woven textiles) 
and Kurume kasuri (textile woven and dyed creating geometric patterns in the fabric). This highly anticipated stage show 
sparked great interest from the public, with the limited number of tickets advertised in July selling out in just 30 minutes. 
 As part of its attraction, TGC invited artists to perform throughout the 4 and a half-hour event. Past guest 
performers include AKB48, Tamia and Rihanna. This year, TGC KITAKYUSHU hosted the live performances of 
Daishi Dance, MACO, May J and more. An up-and-coming dance group Beat Buddy Boi (BBB) showcased their 

collaboration with N9SD CREW - a dance club formed by students from 
Kitakyushu Municipal High School. In addition to the runway stages and 
live performances, booths of various makers and brands were installed 
specifically for the event. Some of Kitakyushu’s locally-based companies, 
TAKAGI CO., LTD (water faucets and filters manufacturer) and StarFlyer 
Inc. (an airline company) shared significant proportions of TGC 
KITAKYUSHU - the former serving as the main sponsor for the entire 
show, and the latter celebrating its 10th anniversary.

takagi presents TGC KITAKYUSHU 2015
by TOKYO GIRLS COLLECTION

One of the filming locations for the drama

KITAKYUSHU
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Youth Delegation from the U.S. Sister City, 
Norfolk visits Kitakyushu!

 In July 2015, a total of 11 junior high and senior high school students studying Japanese from 
Norfolk, Virginia and its neighboring areas visited Kitakyushu for 4 days during their 11-day trip to Japan. 
 The interchange of delegations first came to be in 1961 when Norfolk was first visited by the then 
Mayor Momotaro Yanagida of Moji City (Kitakyushu was established in 1963 after 5 cities including 
Moji merged together). At the courtesy call with Mayor Kitahashi, replications of woodblock prints that 
were recently found in the storage facility of a museum in Norfolk were restored and presented to the 
mayor as a gift. In return, the mayor presented a stainless steel art enameled with the scenery of 
Kitakyushu. Kitakyushu is currently attracting attention domestically and internationally as an emerging 
film and drama filming location, and a manga, which was adapted into a movie that was filmed in 
Kitakyushu was also presented to the youth delegates as a souvenir. With many students being huge fans 
of Japanese anime and manga, this second gift was a huge hit. 
 During their stay in Kitakyushu, the students were in the hospitality of each household, and had 
the opportunity to experience Japanese culture first-hand: touring around the city’s urban center, going 
shopping, and visiting onsen (hot springs) in the outskirts of the city. There was a small gathering on the 
day before their departure, hosted by a local volunteer group. Joined by the Norfolk students, Japanese 
students and the host families, the participants deepened the degree of exchange through various activities 
such as charades, dancing, a lunch party and learning about the culture of one another. 
 The exchange program facilitated a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity of being able to experience and 
improve the understanding of one another’s cultures for both Japanese and American youths.

Letter from Kitakyushu
Letter from Kitakyushu

 Hello, my name is Jason Fernandes and I am a new CIR working at 
the Kitakyushu International Association (KIA) in Yahatanishi ward. I come 
from a little place called Stratford-Upon-Avon in the UK - the birthplace of 
William Shakespeare. I studied Chinese and Japanese at the University of 
Leeds, where my course involved two compulsory years abroad; a year at 
Kansai Gaidai University in Osaka, and another year at Capital Normal 
University in Beijing. Working as a Coordinator for International Relations is 
really a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. I haven’t been here very long yet, but I 
love what I’ve seen so far. Kitakyushu has that perfect mix of urban and rural where you can get the best out of 
both sides of life. The people are kind and my co-workers are incredible. I’m looking forward to seeing what 
kinds of adventures my life in KitaQ may take me on in the future.

 Greetings, fellow KitaQ people! My name is Seoyoon Sarah Oh - a 
first-year CIR. I am part of the city’s International Policy Division, a subunit of 
General Affairs and Planning Bureau. My work here at the city hall consists of 
doing ‘native checks’; translation; interpreting; assisting various projects 
related to its two sister cities in the US (Norfolk, Virginia and Tacoma, 
Washington); school visits; and last but not least, being in charge of the entire 
process of creating and distributing KITAKYUSHU BRIDGES - the city’s 
English newsletter, published twice each year! I hail from New Zealand 

(Aotearoa), known as “the land of the long white cloud”. I studied Asian Studies and Japanese at the 
University of Auckland. This is my very first time in Kyushu, and I am very excited to start exploring the 
island. I can’t wait to immerse myself in what this beautiful city has to offer!

Introducing the new Coordinators for International Relations (CIRs) in town!
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Kitakyushu in a FLASH!Kitakyushu in a FLASH!Kitakyushu in a FLASH!
Designated as Japan’s  Environmental Model City

POPULATION (as of March 2015)

・One million 
・13th largest city in Japan
・Registered Foreigners: ~11,040 

SISTER/FRIENDSHIP CITIES
(as of January 2016)

・Tacoma, Washington. U.S.A.
・Norfolk, Virginia, U.S.A.
・Dalian, China
・Incheon, Korea
・Haiphong, Vietnam

INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION PROJECTS
(as of January 2016)

・Waterworks:
Haiphong (Vietnam), Dalian
(China), and Cambodia

・Environmental clean-up:
Surabaya (Indonesia)

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS
(as of January 2016)

・Green Growth Model City
Designated by OECD in 2011

・Environmental Model City
Designated by National 
Government in 2008

・Earth Summit 2002
Sustainable Development Award

・UNCED Local Government
Governmental Honors

・UN Global 500 Award for
Environmental Cleanup

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
(as of 2014)

・Export: Approx. one trillion yen
・Major exports: steel materials,

machines, shipping containers,
electrical equipment, rubber
products such as tires and tubes.

・Major imports: coal, natural & 
manufactured gas, electrical
equipment, steel materials,
machines.

・Major trade partners: China, 
   Indonesia, Korea,  Russia, Taiwan,
   the U.S.A., and Thailand

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS (as of May 2015)

・Total Universities: 11
(Not including vocational schools)

・Total University Students: ~22,000
・Total Int’l Students: ~1,850

Please feel free to e-mail if you would like to receive an online PDF link (or switch from paper to data or vice versa). 
★ Previous editions of the KITAKYUSHU BRIDGES in PDF can be viewed from the following link ★
 http://www.city.kitakyushu.lg.jp/english/e20100007.html
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DalianBeijing

Tianjin

From Dalian 1 hour 50 minutes
Dalian International Airport > Fukuoka Airport

From Incheon 1 hour 30 minutes
Incheon International Airport > Fukuoka Airport

From Shanghai 1 hour 30 minutes
Shanghai International Airport > Fukuoka Airport

Kitakyushu Airport

Kitakyushu

Access to KitakyushuAccess to KitakyushuAccess to Kitakyushu

From Tokyo
Air: 1hr. 30min.
Haneda Airport--Kitakyushu Airport
Shinkansen Bullet Train: 4hr. 32min.
JR Tokyo Sta.--JR Kokura Sta.

From Fukuoka
Expressway Bus: 1hr. 19min.
Fukuoka Airport--JR Kokura Sta.
Shinkansen Bullet Train: 17min.
JR Hakata Sta.--JR Kokura Sta.

Kitakyushu Airport
Current Participating Airlines

★STARFLYER /
   All Nippon Airways

 (Kitakyushu - Tokyo)
★JAPAN AIRLINES

 (Kitakyushu - Tokyo)
★FUJI DREAM AIRLINES / 
   JAPAN AIRLINES

 (Kitakyushu - Nagoya)

 Commenced in 2014 to celebrate the city’s 50th anniversary, the 
annual KITAKYUSHU MARATHON celebrated its 3rd anniversary this year. 
 The streets filled with industrial heritage and factory clusters that 
have supported Japan’s modernization were selected as the marathon course, 
and Kanmon Strait, overlooking the Wakato Bridge (which served as a 
backdrop to many historical events) showed off the wonders of Kitakyushu. 
 The event was held on Sunday 21st February from 9 a.m., starting 
in front of Kitakyushu City Hall and finishing at the Kitakyushu 
International Conference Center. The marathon consisted of three different 
programs: an individual marathon; a two-person relay marathon where each 
competitor covers half of the 42.195km track; and a ‘fun run’ of either a 3km 
or a 5km course. A total of 11,070 runners participated this year, with 10,097 
completing their respective courses. There were also over 4,500 volunteers 
who cheered in support.
 At this year’s event, Yuko Arimori (1992 Olympic Silver Medalist) 
attended as a special guest and former long-distance runners Kenji Kimihara 
(1968 Olympic Silver Medalist) and Tetsuhiko Kin participated as guest 
runners alongside the participants. Both athletes are from Kitakyushu and 
both are well-known track and field athletes. The three guests have been 
taking part in the event from its commencement in 2014.

Vol.  43 of BRIDGES reported on the 
nomination of  Si tes  of  Japan’s Meij i  
Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel, 
Shipbuilding and Coal Mining for UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. In July 2015, at the 
39 t h  Wor ld  Her i t age  Commi t t ee ,  23  
industrial sites located in 11 cities of 8 
prefectures concentrated in Kyushu and 
Yamaguchi were officially registered as 
UNESCO World  Her i tage  Si tes .  The 
inscribed sites in Kitakyushu are: the First 
Head Office (1899); the Former Forge Shop 
(1900); and the Repair Shop (1900) of the 
Imperial Steel Works, Japan. While these 
sites are not open to the public at present, 
the First Head Office can be viewed from a 
distance of 80m from an observation area.

KITAKYUSHU MARATHON 2016

UNESCO World Heritage
Inscription

First Head Office, Imperial Steel Works, Japan 
*Facility not open to public
*Picture provided by Imperial Steel Works, Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal Corporation


